
.   

Hello to the whole phlock from the Prez.  I hope everyone is enjoying our 

annual August break.  You all deserve some time to rest your wings and sit 

in your favorite perch with your favorite boat drinks.  After the wonderful 

Parrot Daze Party, I‟m sure it feels good to not be flying for awhile.   

 

Looking back at the first part of the year, I realize that the Berks County 

Parrot Head Club continues to get stronger.  This year, the Cabin Fever 

Festival, our golf outing and Summer Parrot Daze produced outstanding 

results with a total of over $32,000 presented to Berks County charities.  I 

don‟t know about you, but I find this amazing in this economic environment. 

 

Looking forward, the phlock will soon be migrating south to Meeting of the Minds,  This year, 

we look to break last year‟s record of 43 BCPHC birds on the island.  AND my mom and dad, 

who are in their eighties, will be there for the first time.  This means the Prez will have three 

generations of family at the party.  How cool is that? 

 

On to club business:  We will be electing new board members this fall, and any club member 

may run for office.  A nominating committee will be selected at the next general meeting,  

September 7. 

 

Here‟s a “save the date” for you - on December 18th, the Berks County Parrot Head Club will 

host our third annual “Christmas in the Caribbean” concert.  You will not want to miss this 

year‟s show.  Jimmy and the Parrots are returning, as is Nadirah Shakoor.  This year, we are 

adding not only Doyle Grisham on the steel guitar, but also Michael Utley on keyboards.  You‟ve 

seen these two numerous times performing with Jimmy Buffett.  Now you will have the  

opportunity to celebrate the holiday season with them in Reading. 

 

Stay tuned, and check http://www.berkscountyphc.org for ticket sales and updated information.  

This is an early warning from the Prez.  We WILL sell out this concert, so don‟t miss out. 

 

Thanks to all of you for your continued efforts to make our club a success. 

 

Denny 

Growing older, but not up 
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“You can’t live a perfect day without doing something for 

someone who will never be able to repay you.” ~ John Wooden 
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As most of the newsletter staff was working hard during Parrot Daze, we enlisted our old friend,  

O. Noah Pirate, to report on the festivities at this year’s event. 

My navigational charts said Reading, PA but the scene as I pulled in to the Fish Pond West was 

nothing short of Key West as the Berks County Parrot Head Club held their 8th annual  

Summer Parrot Daze on July 17.   

Despite temperatures that climbed into the 90‟s, hundreds of people showed up to party with a 

purpose in order to support Prospectus Berco.  Made this ol‟ buccaneer proud, I say. 

Berks County‟s resident Pirate Ship - otherwise known as the BCPHC‟s float - made an  

appearance and many of the attendees had the opportunity to marvel at and even board it for 

the first time.   

Additionally, a dunk tank premiered this year, and was a huge hit, as the club‟s committee heads took 

turns getting drenched for the good of the cause.  „Twas like walkin‟ the plank for them. 

As always, Jodi Blatt’s jambalaya was a  

favorite in the food tent, along with hot 

dogs, burgers, pulled pork and soft pretzels.  

A welcome addition in the hot weather was 

a sno cone stand.  And while cherry was the 

fan favorite, some folks opted for sangria 

flavor.  But alas, no grog flavor for me. 

Scott Kauffman’s volunteer committee  

led a team of dedicated volunteers who  

directed traffic, sold tickets, grilled and 

served food, tended bar and sold Parrot 

Head merchandise.   

BCPHC favorites Jimmy and the Parrots entertained the throng in the outside pavilion, and the club‟s 

own Lou Mancano set up his keyboard and performed for the crowd inside the hall.   

Aarrgh!  And lest me forget, Tina Shenk’s merchandise committee did an outstanding job of putting 

together gift baskets and prizes for the auctions and raffles, and countless people went home having 

won souvenirs of the event.  

But the real winner was Prospectus Berco.  The club raised over $12,000 for the charity, which is 

dedicated to inspiring people with  

disabilities or other special needs to lead 

meaningful lives by providing innovative 

services that promote dignity and respect.   

By the time that the last prizes were  

carried out, the last strains of music were 

played, and the last of the food and drink 

were packed away, it was evident that the 

club‟s largest annual fund-raiser was once 

again an enormous success for all involved.  

Tina Shenk, in a very 

fashionable cap, 

takes her turn in the 

dunk tank. 

  

Summer Parrot Daze O.Noah Pirate 

“… the real 

winner was 

Prospectus 

Berco.  The 

club raised 

over $12,000 

for the  

charity”.  
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“And of 

course, what 

kind of Buffett 

tailgate would 

it be without a 

considerable 

supply of 

LandSharks 

and  

margaritas? 

Just like Santa, he comes around once a year. 

And also like Santa, very few are disappointed once he‟s been here. 

On August 7, busloads of Parrot Heads from Berks County and Eastern PA  

descended upon Camden, NJ for Jimmy Buffett‟s 2010 “Under the Big Top” tour.   

The day began at 8:30 in Reading, as the excited phlock gathered at Berkshire Bank 

for the 90 minute drive to the concert venue.  There, the Berks County contingent 

met up with Parrot Heads from the Pirates in Paradise, Black Diamond and Philly 

Phinz clubs for the largest tailgate celebration in the Susquehanna Bank Center 

parking lot. 

Ty Pennington and his Extreme Home Makeover crew likely couldn‟t match the pace and 

tempo of a busload of motivated Parrot Heads in assembling a tent city on the river.  

Within 15 minutes, a bare stretch of grass became Parrot Party Central. 

In every direction you looked, you found food, games, entertainment and fun.  Jimmy 

and Jimmy Maraventano (see page 8) played from noon until three, followed by a DJ 

who kept the crowd entertained with trop rock  

favorites until the concert began. 

The big hit of the party was Bryan Gentry creating ice 

cream drinks, with liquid nitrogen serving as the  

freezing mechanism for mudslides, grasshoppers and  

creamsicles.   

 

Bill Dickerson could be found manning the grill, serv-

ing up cheeseburgers in paradise.  And of course, what 

kind of Buffett tailgate would it be without a considerable supply 

of LandSharks and margaritas?  

Midway through the day, the Berks County Parrot Heads took a 

break from the tailgating to grab a sailboat and cruise the  

Delaware River for a couple of hours of fun on the water.  We 

returned at 5:00 and re-joined the rest of the Eastern PA Parrot 

Heads until it was time to make our way in to find our seats.   

Jimmy‟s Cape Verde discovery, Ilo Ferreira, opened the show 

with a three-song set and was well received by the crowd of 

16,000, but there was no mistaking who they were there to see. 

Fast forward to the main event - and Jimmy Buffett was electric,  

bouncing around the stage like a man half his age. From the 

opening strains of “Nobody from Nowhere” to the final encore 

of the Gulf Coast version of “When the Coast is Clear”, Parrot Heads of every age were 

transfixed on the man who‟s growing older but not up. 

As it usually does, the concert seemed to end much too early.  There‟s an old Vaudeville 

axiom, “Always leave them wanting more”.  And judging by the fans‟ persistence in calling 

for two encores, that‟s exactly what Jimmy Buffett did.   

Bryan Gentry whips 

up some liquid  

nitrogen ice cream 

drinks. 
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Jimmy  Jams in Jersey Duane Cahill 
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Take Me Out To The Ballgame Diane Renninger 
As Chuck Dugan and I drove out on Route 12, I began taking notes for what would become this newsletter article.  Rain 

was splashing forcefully across the windshield and the wipers could hardly keep up.  The path to First Energy Stadium was 

lit up more frequently by lightning than by our headlights. 

As I sat in the car watching the storm blow over, I had already put the finishing touches on the article.  Let‟s face it - we 

were going to eat and grab our General Admission rain out ticket for another game.  End of article. 

Five minutes later, the clouds separated and the sun poked through.  Ten minutes later, there wasn‟t a cloud in the sky.  

Play ball! 

Jimmy Buffett night at the Reading Phillies was turning out to be a beautiful night.  The smell of grilling cheeseburgers and 

chicken filled the air, and the beer taps were in full flow.  The sound of “Cheeseburger in Paradise” began to ring through 

the stadium as John Hain and the Mango Summers Band played Buffett favorites below the right field bleachers during  

pre-game. 

The R-Phils did their part to make it a fun night by beating the Bowie BaySox 7-5.  The 50 Parrot Heads that gathered for 

the baseball game had a a great time eating, drinking and catching up while the R-Phils bettered their record. 

Currently the Phils are 49-50, but the good times at First Energy Stadium are unlimited.  Another relaxing evening for the 

Berks County Parrot Head Club was in the books.  Fins Up!  

I S S U E  2 1  

Cajun Martinis and Afternoon Golf  
When the BCPHC hosted our annual Golf Tournament on May 14, it had a completely different look than that of previous 

tournaments.  That‟s because we were now playing at Willow Hollow in Leesport after years of playing at Perry Golf 

Course in Shoemakersville.   

 

The change in venue did a great deal to help us advance the cause as a 

record 27 foursomes participated in the shotgun start that afternoon, 

and the golfers found a course much more challenging than they‟d seen 

in the past.  While the golfers were unanimous in their praise of the new 

setup, the real beneficiaries on this day were those looking forward to 

the new Mifflin YMCA, our chosen charity. 

 

One concern in holding any golf outing is always the weather.  And  

despite a forecast that called for heavy downpours throughout the day, 

the rain held off just until the last groups were coming off the course.  

What great timing! 

 

The golfers happily feasted on subs and breaded mushrooms provided 

by Oliver‟s Place while sitting under shelter from the storm as prizes 

and trophies were presented.   

 

The foursome who turned in the lowest score on the day included Brad Small and Rob Campetelli, who teamed with 

Berks County Parrot Heads Cliff and Paula Kline (pictured). 

 

At the end of the day, the club raised $8500 that was donated to the YMCA, and the money will be used to help construct 

the new YMCA building in Mohnton.  This will be a premier center that includes a family wellness center, locker rooms, 

youth adventure center and a youth gymnasium.   



P A G E  6  

“Remember 

the ice cream 

man coming 

on a hot sum-

mer day?” 
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Dinner and Drinks               Kathey Cahill 

Simplicity is the name of the game when preparing summertime meals.  And nothing says 

summer like the taste of fresh citrus.  That‟s the theme of this month‟s recipes. 

 

Citrus Salad 

3 cups each lettuce and spinach 

- 1 grapefruit, sectioned 

- 2 oranges, sectioned 

- 1/4 cup almonds, sliced 

- 1 avocado, cut into pieces 

- 1 package Italian salad dressing mix 

- 2/3 cup oil 

- 1/2 cup grapefruit juice 

Mix lettuce, spinach, citrus fruit, almonds and avocado in a salad bowl. Mix together 

dressing mix, oil and grapefruit juice. Serve over salad as the dressing.  

 

Citrus Shrimp 

An upcoming trip to the gulf coast inspired this simple shrimp recipe.  It can be served 

alone or over rice.   

 

- 1-1/2 pounds raw shrimp, peeled and deveined 

- 6 tablespoons butter 

- 1 teaspoon lemon peel 

- 1/2 cup sour cream 

- 1/4 cup dry white wine 

- Orange liqueur to taste 

 

Saute shrimp in butter with lemon peel for five minutes, or until shrimp turn pink. 

Combine sour cream, wine, and orange liqueur and stir into shrimp. 

Cook on low heat until warmed through - do not boil! 

 

Dreamsicle 

Remember the ice cream man coming by on a hot summer day?  Dreamsicles were an 

orange tasty treat that we all loved then.  This recipe brings us the grown-up version. 

 

- 2 oz. amaretto 

- 2 oz. orange juice 

- 2 oz milk 

 

 

Combine all ingredients and shake well.  Serve over cubed or crushed ice and garnish 

with citrus slices. 

“Nothing says 

summer like 

the taste of 

fresh citrus” 
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Rich Leiby 

Our featured Strange Bird this month is our Berks County Parrot Head Club Archivist, 

Rich Leiby. 

 

Rich was born and raised in Mertztown but claims to hail from the nearby metropolis 

of Topton.  He attended Brandywine Heights Area H.S. where he was a good student 

but a mediocre tennis player.    

  

After high school, Rich went on to Albright College for his Bachelors Degree and then to the University of  

Delaware for his Master‟s and Ph.D.  He credits his college buddies and their many trips to the beaches of Ocean 

City, New Jersey (and the bars of Somers Point) for introducing him to all that the sand and surf have to offer.  

Since he discovered he couldn‟t make a living playing beach volleyball, Rich decided to take a job teaching History 

to eager students at Rosemont College in suburban Philadelphia, where he‟s been a professor since 1988. 

  

He enjoys traveling, collecting non-sports cards, sports of all kinds (just not basketball--yawn), and playing his 

trombone in an amateur jazz band.  When not doing those things, he‟s happily lounging at his beach house in the 

Outer Banks of North Carolina. He resides in Bechtelsville with his wife, Cathy Jo.  They have two sons, both 

grown and out of the house. 

 

FUN FACTS ABOUT RICH  

 

So what exactly is an archivist, anyway?  An archivist is a person who assembles, maintains, and preserves 

the records of an organization so that they can be used as a resource for information.   

Favorite Jimmy Buffett song: Come Monday. 

Favorite line from a JB song: “I‟ve read dozens of books about heroes and crooks and I‟ve learned much 

from both of their styles.”  

How many JB concerts have you been to, and was one any more memorable than the others?   

More than I can accurately count, but approximately 20-25 since 1995.  Pittsburgh in 2007 was particularly 

memorable, as that is where we first met and got to know Duane and Kathey Cahill, who have since become our 

good friends and partying buddies.  

Have you read any of JB's books?  I did read a Pirate Looks at Fifty and started reading Joe Merchant, but I 

never finished it. 

If all your Buffett music was lost or stolen, what would you listen to?  A combination of Moody Blues, 

Pink Martini, and the Beatles. 

Favorite food:  Anything with pasta in it; perhaps with a good puttanesca, carbonara, or pesto sauce?  
Favorite movie: Casablanca.  Honorable mention: Animal House. 

Favorite restaurant: The Tiki Bar on the ragin‟ Manatawny.  
What do you like on your cheeseburger in paradise?  A thick onion slice with a generous amount of mayo 

slathered on, nothing else. 

Favorite frozen (or unfrozen) concoction: A Cuervo margarita on the rocks with salt.  
How did you get involved in the BCPHC?  I was recruited sometime in 2003 by a former member of the 

club and I‟m proud to be considered a “charter member” (according to Newsletter #1—a fact discovered by club 

archivist, see above). 

What one thing would you like to do in life that you haven't already done?  Scuba dive on a shipwreck  
Any insights or inspirations to pass on?  Think of how lucky we club members are--- to have great fun in life 

and help other people in the process?   What could be better? 

Where the heck is Margaritaville?  Anywhere good friends congregate to “party with a purpose.”  
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Quick Licks w/Jimmy Maraventano       Tracey Lutz 

 

Jimmy Maraventano is the wonderfully charming and charismatic lead singer/guitarist for Jimmy and the Parrots. And in case 

you’re a Parrot Head who’s been stuck in a cave – they are one of the most requested Jimmy Buffett cover bands in the  

country.  The band has played some really fantastic venues (Margaritaville, Sloppy Joe’s, The 

Rum Barrel, Ocho Rios, Jamaica, the Yea Mon Cruise and many others), but they also play 

for many charitable events and private parties.  I got a chance to sit down before a gig and 

chat awhile with Jimmy. 

 

Thank you so much for taking a moment to talk with me.  You’re going on stage again 

for a flock of Parrot Heads.  Tell me, what goes through your head? 

What goes through my head is that we’re gonna have a great time, cause they’re wonderful, 

wonderful people.  Ah, this is like playing in my living room, because I’m home.  This is 

my home base.  The Pirates In Paradise and the Berks County Parrot Head Club folks, 

we do a lot of stuff with them.  Having a really good time, cause this is what we do, you 

know, been playing the guitar for 40 years, it’s what we do. 

 

Well we really enjoy hearing it!  We really do. 

Ah – thank you.  I hope so. 

 

You play for Parrot Heads all the time.  But I’ve gotta ask, what’s your favorite Parrot 

Head moment? 

My favorite Parrot Head moment – was when I was watching Jimmy Buffett film Fruitcakes 

back in 1993, and he came off and he was trying to go back to his trailer and I said 

“Jimmy do you mind taking a picture” – nobody was around.  And he looks around and he says, “alright, come on over.”  

It was myself, my wife, my son and daughter.  We go by and Jimmy says “How ya doing” and I say “good, do you mind 

taking a picture, but I don’t want to bother you.”  It was like 900 degrees - August in Florida.  Anyway, he puts his arm 

around my whole family and takes a nice picture.  It’s hanging on my wall.  He goes, “You want one too?”  So I say, “I’d 

love one!”  But I didn’t want to bother him.  And he goes “Awe – no – come on over.”  Then he starts talking – “Where are 

you guys from.”   Ah, oh my God.  He wouldn’t shut up.  He was wonderfully, wonderfully hospitable to us.  We actually 

left, he was still standing there because I felt embarrassed, the guy just wants to go into his trailer and he was just very, 

very nice.  That’s my favorite Parrot Head moment.  Now – Parrot Head?  He’s the King Parrot Head. 

 

What an experience!  But besides Jimmy Buffett, if you could, who would you like to perform with? 

I’m a Beatles fanatic, but I’ve gotten to play some tunes with Doyle (Grisham), who’s the greatest guy.  And with Nadirah 

(Shakoor), the Berks County club put that  

together, and I think we’re doing it again.  It’s pretty 

cool.   I’m also very lucky to have wonderfully  

talented band mates in Hal and Lance.  It’s always a 

great time when they are on stage with us. 

 

Now everybody asks this question, right?  What did 

you want to be when you were a kid? 

A very handsome, sexy man!  NO, I ah, what’d I want to 

be?  Baseball was my thing.  I was a Mickey Mantle 

nut.  I was born less than a half mile from Yankee 

Stadium, so all you Yankee Fans, “Hey.”  But  

baseball, yeah.  But every dream came true for me.  

I’ve got a beautiful wife, healthy children,  

everything.  I want for nothing, I’ve got everything. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Well, speaking of kids.  How great is it playing with your son? 

It’s cool.  He’s a wonderful kid, he really, really is.  He puts up with a lot.  He knows more songs than I do all from the 30’s, 40’s 

and 50’s, we’re singing songs from a Bluegrass band from the 60’s on the bus ride coming up here.  It’s thrilling.  He’s got so 

much energy.   

 

You guys do seem to have so much fun when you’re out there.   

Yeah – well beer helps! 

 

So, I’ve got to know.  What’s your favorite Jimmy Buffett tune?  Old or new. 

My favorite Buffett tune – it is unanswerable.  I could play the Captain Tony song.  What the hell is the name of the Captain Tony 

song???  “I went down to Captain Tony’s” yeah yeah yeah, “Last Mango in Paris”, every day of the week.  But then again, I’m 

playing African songs, folk, he’s got so many.  He’s got like 400 songs!  And 90 percent of them are great!   

Zydackakononmobile – that you could throw out the window, (USS Zydecoldsmobile).   I don’t like that one, whatever that is.  

Not one of my favorites. 

 

What’s on your iPod that people wouldn’t expect?   

I like some newer stuff.  I say newer but it’s still from the mid 90’s.  Like Sublime, some of the newer stuff.  Well, newer to me.  To 

kids it’s ancient.  But Sublime where they mix up some reggae and grunge and they do it their way.  I have that.  Ah, ZZ Top,  I 

love crazy rock and roll stuff.  And then I have like Italian things from the 1940’s.  I love the Big Band stuff.  I like almost  

anything. 

 

After you’re done playing tonight, if you could get on a boat, or a plane, where would you go?   

One of two places.  I’ve dreamed of always going to Bali.   I’ve never been over there, just to go somewhere really far away.   And I 

went to St. Barts.  If you’ve never been – GO.  Go to St. Barts.  I’ve been to St. Maarten and all the Buffett stuff is there. 

 

Well he (Buffett) is big on St. Barts right? 

Yeah, well he’s always there, but St Barts is amazing.  It’s so different than every other island that I’ve been to.  But my wife and I 

went there and we rented a little car and we drove.  It’s so classy.  But money – Whew!  But I’ve got to get to Italy and China.   

 

But your favorite tropical is St. Barts? 

Right now I’ve got to say yeah.  St. Barts is my favorite place.  That and the Gulf 

Shores of Alabama - where I own a house, with some nice free oil.  

 

It was time to play, but before Jimmy and Jimmy Jr. were about to hit the stage, I 

grabbed Jimmy Jr. and asked him this question… 

 

Hey Jimmy (Jr.).  Before you start playing, can you give me one thing about your 

Dad that you didn’t expect was gonna happen when you started playing with him?  

I did not EVER expect a woman to want to take his shirt off!  There have been times 

when people will come up to him and he’ll start playing the Rod Stewart song “If You 

Want My Body” and he’ll  unbutton his shirt and girls will come up and finish  

undressing him!  Never in my wildest dreams – not that I care – good for him, because 

I mean the guy’s not - ya know - the most handsome fellow in the world.  So I’m  

looking at this and wondering “are these women okay?!”  But no, I’m kidding (sort of).  

I love the guy!  But yeah, just the fact that women would want to undress him!  That 

was the most surprising thing, and shocking and scary as well.   

 

Well thanks for that little nugget! 

No problem! 

 

Well Jimmy Jr. sure didn’t have to think very hard about what was unexpected about 

performing with his Dad.  Hey Jimmy, it doesn’t matter what your kid says – we all 

still think you’re pretty great! 

 

Now I know what song to request next time!! 
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This issue of Parrot Poop marks the fourth quarterly publication since we decided to take the newsletter‟s publishing  

in-house and exclusively online.  In that amount of time, we‟ve saved over $5000 on logos, artwork, set-up, printing and 

postage.  That‟s money that the club can now utilize to benefit those who truly need it.  Additionally, that‟s approximately 

4800 sheets of paper and ink that weren‟t printed, which is a great environmental savings. 

The newsletter committee thanks you for your support of this change, and  as always welcomes your suggestions as to 

how we can improve the product and better serve the membership. 

P A R R O T  P O O P  

Trivia                                                                        Rich Leiby 

Many Buffett fans assume that “Nautical Wheelers”, Jimmy‟s song that contains the lyrics 

“Living and Dying in 3/4 Time” is on the album of the same name.  However, Nautical 

Wheelers can  

actually be found on A-1-A, which was released earlier in the same year (1974). 

 

But on to this month‟s question:  On Jimmy‟s studio albums, he has recorded no less 

than a dozen songs that are actually in 3/4 time.  We‟ve given you the first one above.  

How many of the others can you name? 

As always, answers can be found on our website at http://www.berkscountyphc.org 

Going Green                                                                            Duane Cahill 

Help Wanted 

Hey, here‟s a first!  A classified ad in the Parrot Poop.   

WANTED:  Anyone with the desire to join a great committee, see your work in print and on the internet, and have a lot 

of fun.  

QUALIFICATIONS:  None!  If you can write a few lines or take pretty pictures, we‟d love to have you join the newsletter 

staff.  Immediate openings available.  No experience necessary, will train right person.  Order before midnight tonight.  

Shake well before using.  That‟s all the clichés I can think of at the moment, so if you‟d like to join us, drop a line to  

duanecahill@verizon.net.  Operators are standing by. 

Don’t forget, you can keep up with all the latest happenings in your favorite club on Twitter.  Our account is “berksphc” and you can 

access us either via twitter.com, or by sending a text message with the words “follow berksphc” (no quotation marks) to 40404.  You 

lust for the future, but treasure the past.  Now have both! 
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BERKS COUNTY PARROT HEAD CLUB 
PO BOX 6167 
WYOMISSING, PA 19610 

a.k.a. Upcoming Events of 2010: 

 

Happy Hour      Highway Cleanup 

August 19, 2010     October 24, 2010 

        

Topton Parade     A Pirate Looks at Eight (club birthday) 

October 9, 2010     October 24, 2010 

 

Boyertown Parade     Hamburg Parade 

October 23, 2010     October 30, 2010 

 

 


